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Long Ago . . .in the Years of 5th Grade Broadway 
By: Hannah Kuker and Romy Peretz 
Lights. Camera. Action.  The Adventures of Lewis and Clark aired live 
on November 23rd, 2013.  This thrilling expedition had you venturing back in 
time with the actors.  Mr. Gilbert is the lead director of this spectacular show 
and his responsibilities vary.  Some of his tasks include making sure that every-
thing runs smoothly and preparing the actors for opening night.  Mr. Gilbert ex-
claimed, “Everything rests on the director’s shoulders.”   
It’s the process of the creative arts you usually see, but there’s a twist to 
this year’s production.  This year Mr. Gilbert and the actors took on a play that 
had already been written, however, they’ve expanded upon it to fit their person-
alities.  Mr. Gilbert explained that he chose the Lewis and Clark play over 
Lovewell because Lovewell is more about the creative arts, whereas Lewis and 
Clark focuses more on the performing arts.  Mr. Gilbert’s thoughts about his 
decision are that he feels that the 5th grade students this year needed a new ex-
perience from what they had in 4th grade.  Fifth Grade student, Mia Internoscia, 
expressed, “I was so eager to experience this new kind of set up and I couldn’t 
wait to put my talent to work on the stage!” 
In a play, there’s always steps to a process.  The first thing you have to 
do is to conduct this play is to learn all of the dynamic songs.  Out of the 9 
songs, 5th Grade student Alex Silver’s favorite was Lets Make a Deal.  In fact, 
this song is about the character he plays, which is Napoleon Bonaparte.  Songs 
are important, but they only comprise parts of the play.  The lines that the actors 
recite are a huge part in how the play will be successful.  Fifth Grade student, 
Jackie Sinai, described, “I had a lot of lines, but I put effort into practicing them, 
so I memorized them and achieved something in the show.”   
Without choreography in a play, it would be boring to just watch people 
talk and sing.  That’s why choreography teacher Mrs. Ronnie met up with the 
actors to help them get their groove on.  During the last week before the big 
show, the actors departed to the Epstein Center to edit their performance, make 
sure their scenes were running on course, and 
were assigned places on the stage.  Along with the 
process, there was so much pressure.  Fifth Grade 
student, Amanda Kopelman, admitted, “I have 
been in a lot of performances, so I am used to the 
pressure, but before the play I am always nerv-
ous.”   Lewis and Clarke was an unexpected 
change to the creative arts program, yet one that 
was met with great success!   
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WUTV: An Anchor’s Story  
By Andrew Simon  
  
When you hear the words, “WUTV”, do you wonder what it 
is like to be on the show? Blake Stern, a Fifth Grade stu-
dent, was a part of the WUTV crew during the first session.  
He explains, “On a regular WUTV morning, I had to get up 
twenty minutes earlier than I usually would.” This is important because he needed to 
arrive to school on time and hit the studio along with other WUTV anchors. Stern 
says, “We had to stay in the gym until we were are called. We then went upstairs to 
our lockers. Eventually, WUTV started to feel like a regular morning routine!” Once 
they arrived at the studio, the WUTV anchors were greeted by Mrs. Cantor and Mrs. 
Chavez, the two WUTV directors.   An anchors’ first day on air always brings about 
first day jitters. “At first I was pretty nervous, going in front of the school knowing 
you can’t mess up is hard,” says Stern.  
 Anchors are given their lines by Mrs. Cantor and have twenty minutes to re-
view them. Everyone is excited to go on live! There is even a sports reporter, if that 
is what interests you. There is also a weather person job. It is their job to report the 
weather and lunch.  But after being on air, anchors become technology controllers.  
 Even behind the studio, there are many jobs that are needed to get the show 
done. It really gets interesting back there! “We do many jobs such as camera per-
son, soundboard controller, and many more,” says Stern. “I still feel like a big part of 
the show. Every job is a big job.” As camera person, it is your job to shoot the scenes 
of the live WUTV show. The technology jobs in the back include putting in back-
ground effects and controlling the sound for the show. Under Mrs. Cantor and Mrs. 
Chavez’s enthusiastic direction, everyone works together as a team to pull off the 
finished product.   
 WUTV has been around for many years and has had many students walk 
through the studio doors over the years.  Blake concludes, “It’s really a one of a kind 
experience that I really liked. Students should look forward to being on air.” “I might 
make anchoring my career later on in life—WUTV really convinced me!” 
FEATURES 
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 Caution: Future Lives Ahead 
By: Amanda Frank  
  
 Did you know what kindergarten did for Halloween?  The kindergarten team 
decided to do a Career Day! Career Day has been a U School tradition for 20 
years! Mrs. Leff, a kindergarten teacher, explained, “Career Day is part of our 
curriculum.  We had to do it at some point in the year, so what better day to cele-
brate careers than Halloween.”  On this special day, kids got to dress up showing 
what they would like to be when they grow up.  The hallways and classrooms 
were filled with all different types of creative costumes.  Jonathan Frank and 
Miles Ellman dressed up as football players.  Brooke Manasse was an artist.   
 Career day was more than dressing up!  Parent volunteers came to kinder-
garten to share some of their jobs with students.  Students also decorated cookies 
and weighed and painted pumpkins.  Mrs. Leff agreed that it was a fantastic day.  
“I could really tell the kids and teachers alike were having so much fun!”   
The Genius Librarian  
By: Madison Davis 
 
 Every week, students go to the library to read, 
check out books, and participate in reading counts. Of 
course being surrounded by all those books inspires you 
to read and wonder.  But, have you ever wondered 
about Mrs. Cantor, our librarian, who makes sure eve-
rything goes well, helps you check out books, and fills 
your brain with information? There are many questions 
that fill kids’ minds about Mrs. Cantor and the library. 
 Mrs. Cantor has been working at the University 
School for 21 years. She loves books, books, and more 
books!!! Everybody has a certain type of genre, series, 
and author that is their favorite.  Surprisingly, The Fa-
miliars ,is the most popular book checked out by 3rd, 
4th, and 5th Grade students  so far this year. Mrs. Can-
tor’s favorite book is Wonder by R.J. Polacio. Mrs. 
Cantor says, “Everyone should read it!” Mrs. Cantor’s 
favorite genre is historical fiction, because she loves to 
learn about what life was like in the past. Mrs. Cantor is 
very, very kind, generous and grateful. The next time 
you see Mrs. Cantor say, ‘’thank you,’’ for everything 
she does to motivate students to read and help them find 
the perfect book!   
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Bottles, Cans, Trash Galore! 
By: Sydney Barrow 
 
Have you been staring at the millions of separate recycling bins thinking -
Does this go in plastic, paper, cans… this is overwhelming!!!  After 32 years of watching the U 
School throw away things that could be reused or recycled, Mrs. Etra wanted to help. 
 “I was upset when I saw the amount of waste we were creating. I knew that U School 
students could recycle and by doing this we would be throwing away a lot less.” explained 
Environmental Science teacher, Mrs. Etra. 
 After watching the University use the new, easy way to recycle which is Single Stream 
recycling, Mrs. Etra wanted the Lower School to give it a try.  Single Stream recycling is the 
ability to put all items that can be recycled into one bin 
you don’t need to sort.  
 The one and only Mrs. Etra has a long standing rep-
utation as being one of the most caring teachers, not only 
for her students, but for the environment.                                       
“I always loved nature and I thought it was important to 
teach children about caring for our planet since it’s the 
only one we have.” stated Mrs. Etra.  “I think people now 
are much more aware of environmental problems facing 
the earth and every little bit that we do can help.”   
Bonjour French 
By: Tyler Zager 
 
 Have you seen a new face roaming the U School halls this year? 
Well, it may just be our new French teacher.  Ms.  Krammer, also known 
as Madame Krammer, teaches French to Pre-K to Second Grade students.  
Madame Krammer is from Paris, France and she only speaks French at 
home!  She is a wonderful person who loves to be around kids and share 
her culture.  
 The U School students are eager to learn this new language.  To 
start, students learned various greetings in French.  Throughout the year, 
students will expand their knowledge by learning how to say numbers, 
colors and verbs in French.   They will also learn about the French cul-
ture by exploring the food, monuments, and basic facts of this great coun-
try.  ‘’This program helps people learn about different places and helps 
you get a job when you are older,’’ she states.  Well, it is certain that our 
new French program and our wonderful new teacher Ms. Krammer are a 
great addition to our language program at U School! 
Pictured Below: Ms. Krammer doing what 
she loves best-teaching French!   
  Features  Page 5  Issue  27  
More than Just Your Average Contest  
By: Romy Peretz 
 
This year, children in the Fifth Grade AEL program (Accelerated Learning Program), are participating 
in the Invest Write writing contest. The children in AEL have to each write a 400-700 word essay 
about investing. According to Katie Heller, "It was pretty hard to think of ideas for the essay.  They 
gave us specific things that had to be included and it was hard to make everything go together."  
Invest Write is a national contest, so many essays will be submitted.  This means that the writings 
have to be exceptional in order to win.  The good thing is, kids participating in this contest, will only 
be put up against kids in 4th and 5th grades, so that narrows it down a bit.   
The big question is do the children have a chance of winning? Well, Mrs. Hindelang, the coordinator 
of this program, says, “Absolutely!  We have excellent writers entering the contest, and they are 
able to support their arguments.  All of the papers I have read so are very knowledgeable about the 
topic, so I wouldn't be surprised if one of them wins." Well, of course winning this essay contest 
brings about many prizes.  The student who wins gets a laptop and a camera.  There is a monetary 
prize for the teacher and a pizza party for the class of the winner. Parents receive a certificate hon-
oring their child’s and the school receives a trophy! There can only be one first place winner, which 
will be announced in January, so let’s keep our fingers crossed that it is someone from U School!  
Working Together to Make Lunch Even Better! 
By Ryan Drucker 
 
 Hey everybody! Have you heard about the new lunch menu? Well, I 
am sure that you haven’t, because you’ve been you so busy enjoying the new 
additions! Now that you’re reading this, you’re probably wondering, “Our caf-
eteria has new food?” Well, there is, and it’s all thanks to our Lower School 
lunch committee.  
 The lunch committee is not some kind of secret club. It’s a small group 
of Fifth Grade students who gave up generous time during their day to make 
sure you love the lunch. Reporter Ryan Drucker spoke to the president of the 
lunch committee, Lielle Morr, to find out more information on what exactly 
this committee handles. When asked what her responsibilities were, Lielle stat-
ed, “My responsibilities are to make sure that everyone on the committee is on 
task and that we are making the lunch even better.” She even revealed a little 
secret. She said that she is in the process of getting even more delicious foods 
in the lunch rotation! 
 Many students are starting to notice the easier, more comforting way to 
get their drinks. Instead of prepackaged drinks, students can go to a “self-
serve” station and pour some delicious lemonade, cranberry juice or flavor in-
fused water.  Lielle thinks that this is their best change. When asked if they 
were going to add a little something for children with allergies, she sadly re-
plied, “Not right now at this moment.”   
 One can imagine that the best part of serving on the lunch committee is 
tasting the food!  Lielle commented,” It is sometimes difficult, but sometimes 
really fun.” By now, most of you probably can’t wait to get to Fifth Grade to be 
part of the lunch committee. It certainly is a great thing to look forward to!   
The Lunch Committee pictured left to 
right: Yzabel Bhata, Michael 
Weinbrum, Caleb Samson, Jack Mills, 
and Lielle Morr.   
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Sports 
World Wide Winners 
By: Ryan Sobol and Joshua Frank 
 
  This year the Boston Red Sox faced off against the St. Louis Cardi-
nals in the 2013 World Series.  There were many close games, but one team 
had to come out on top, and that’s exactly what the Red Sox did. Coming off 
of a 2012 regular season record of 69-93, one of the worst in the league, The 
Red Sox were able to pull off something that nobody could imagine in such 
a short period of time. 
  The Red Sox haven’t won a World Series on their home field for 
96 years, and this year they did it. The first World Series dates back to 1903 
it was the Pittsburg Pirates versus the Boston Americans, now known as the 
Boston Red Sox, the champions this year. The Americans won 5 games and 
the Pirates won 3. How is this possible? Well after that it was changed to 4 
out of 7 games and it stayed that way until in 1919, when it was changed 
back to 5 out of 9. Then in 1923 it was changed back to 4 out of 7 and has 
stayed that way ever since. 
  This year, giving a power surge to the Red Sox lineup, was David 
Ortiz, also known as Big Papi. He averaged 19 for 25, with a couple home 
runs and several key hits. Big Papi’s performance helped him to take home 
the World Series MVP Award. Luke Pfister, a 3rd Grade student at The Univer-
sity School, is a huge baseball fan.   When asked what his favorite team was 
in the World Series, Luke replied, “The Red Sox because I enjoy watching 
them and my friends like them too.” Although there are many players to 
choose from, Luke has a favorite.  He explains, “David Ortiz is my favorite 
because he can hit, especially in a clutch.” 
  Now next year when you watch the World Series you’ll know a lot 
more about it. 
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Lifestyles 
What’s Cooking in the Kitchen? 
Interview By: Jordyn Epstein 
 
 Recently the Shining Sun Newspaper interviewed our school’s wonderful cook, Chef 
Dan. This is his first year at U School, but he has quiet a history of cooking up delicious 
meals.  Chef Dan reveals, “I worked at a restaurant called Bella Vita in Coral Springs, and I 
was the head chef there.”  Chef Dan also has a history of cooking in his family.  “My inspi-
ration was my father. He started to teach me how to cook when I was around the age of 10.” 
 Chef Dan seems to appear throughout the day while students are eating lunch, but that 
doesn’t mean that he is relaxing on his down time.  “ Almost all the time I’m not in your 
sight I’m traveling around the campus on my golf cart and going to the High School, Middle 
School, and of course our Lower School trying to find out what the lunch should be for the 
next day. 
 One of Chef Dan’s favorite meals to cook is Arroz Con Pollo, and the students defi-
nitely agree that this is a great dish!  The students also agree that Chef Dan is a wonderful 
addition to our school.  Chef Dan exclaims, “I love working here. I love to come out and see 
all the kids eating my food at lunch and trying new things!” U School is certainly happy he 
agrees!   
Yum and Yuck! 
Editorial By: Levi Cole 
  
Most foods are delicious in the cafeteria, but there are some that are 
not quite as good. I’m here to tell you which one is which. I personal-
ly like the tacos, chicken tenders, pizza, French toast sticks, and ham-
burgers. The tacos are deliciously crunchy with a little bit of a kick. 
The chicken tenders taste like great Southern Fried chicken straight 
out of your grandmother’s kitchen.  The pizza’s taste is amazing with 
a crunchy crust, savory sauce and the melted fresh cheese makes for 
perfection. The French toast sticks and fluffy pancakes drizzled with 
syrup are a yummy delight. The juicy hamburgers ooze goodness, es-
pecially with cheese. My “yuck” list is short, but here is one-the 
chicken chop chop. When I sampled it, the chicken was slightly un-
dercooked for my liking. The lunch room has many good foods and I 
am happy to say many of them made it on my list of “yum.”  Enjoy 
your food, I know I enjoy mine! 
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Holiday’s A Coming  
Survey By: Jared Sanders and Ryan Drucker 
 
As the cold weather approaches and the holiday season 
arrives, kids have their wish lists ready!  In the New Year, 
kids will be stacked with new toys, books, games, technol-
ogy and other amazing gifts. But, which gifts are desired the most?  Reporters 
Jared Sanders & Ryan Drucker surveyed students in Grades K-5 to get an idea 
of what they wanted the most for the 2013 holiday season.   
  















3rd Grade Students want: Technology  
 
4th Grade Students want: Technology  
 






There's the scoop on the most popular gift requests for the year 2013. Have a 
happy holiday! 
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Organization Tips 101 
By: Hannah Kuker 
 
“For every minute spent organizing, an hour is earned.”- Anonymous.  Organization is the key to 
success, life, and academics.  But, It’s okay if your binder is a mess right now, or your 
backpack is full of papers scattered everywhere.  That’s because all that will change af-
ter you’ve read this article full of organization tips!   
 
 Binders-Mess!  Papers-Everywhere!  Oh no, sounds familiar?  Most kids are like this.  Here’s a 
helpful tip number one: 
  
Try keeping things neat by cleaning your binder out every so often.  If there are 
papers that are a month old, and you know you don’t need them, recycle them.  It 
will lighten your load and keep your binder from having too many papers in it.  
Next, why not try labeling your folders so that you know what goes where.  Fifth 
Grade student Rebecca Wolf agrees.  “I can find everything I need really easily,” she ex-
claims.  Another useful tip is that if you put things in order from top priority to least pri-
ority, when you go to do your homework, you’ll know what you should do first.  Also, it 
will be easier for you to find what is due the next day, as opposed to something that is 
due in another week.  Now that your binder is all set, it’s your backpack’s turn. 
 
 Backpack-Mess!  Papers-Everywhere!  Oh no, nothing is detectable!  That’s what most kids’ 
backpacks are like.  Here’s something that might improve the way your backpack looks.  Helpful hint 
number two: 
  
Put things in your backpack from largest to smallest, largest being all the way in 
the back, and smallest up front.  If you have a folder for reading and math, a sci-
ence textbook, a writing assignment, a binder, and a book, place each item in by 
size.  It will definitely be easier for you to get things in and out.  A tip that’s sure to aid 
you when it comes to organization is this; don’t throw papers into your backpack loosely,  
instead put your papers in a clear plastic folder.  That way, not only are your papers neat 
and not all over the place, but they are also easy to see since they are in a clear plastic 
folder.   
 
 Organization is a big part of academics.  Students keep organized in different 
ways that are convenient for them.  Fifth Grade student, Tobi Margolis, keeps organized 
by cleaning out her folders every so often.  She also makes lists to keep track of what 
she’s done and what she has to do.   
 
 Organization is extremely helpful in school.  It can help you find the things you need 
and keep track of things you have to do.  Fifth Grade student Peyton Ronkin stated, 
“Organization helps me in school because I always know where my work is when I have to 
turn something in.” Achievement and accomplishment, that’s what organization is all 
about.   
 
“Instead of thinking outside the box, get rid of the box.”  - Deepak Chopra  
 Ask Ella 
The answers to Bullies, Friend Drama, and More! 
By Ella Marshall 
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Letter From Ella 
 
In the time I have been the Shining Sun advice columnist, I have re-
ceived many great letters asking for advice. I always look forward 
to reading the letters and offering my advice. I have received two 
outstanding letters that challenged me and forced me to really 
think. I want to thank the authors of those letters, and I hope that 
my advice to you was helpful. I hope you have as good a time as I 
did reading these letters. 
Dear Ella, 
Recently some of the kids in my grade have been making lists of kids who are popular and kids who are not. I 
saw some kids doing it and thought it was a fun thing to do at first. Then I realized that I was not on the popular 
list and my feelings were really hurt. I try so hard to dress and act cool and don’t understand why I am not on 
the “popular list” How can I be? 
From, 
Miss Not So Popular 
 
Ella Says: Dear Miss Not So Popular,  
Never, ever label yourself or others as popular or not popular. You have every right to be upset with the writer 
of the list. Writing these kinds of lists is a mean and unkind thing to do. Don’t do it! It’s hurtful to everyone ex-
cluded. There are two kinds of popular, the good kind and the bad kind. The good kind is where you are nice and 
kind to everyone and that makes them want to be around you, and this makes you popular. This is the only kind 
of popular that truly matters. The OTHER kind of popular, the bad kind, is when you are mean to everyone be-
cause then people will want to impress you out of fear of being a target. This is not the kind of popular you want 
be, and there’s a good chance that the list writer was listing the bad popular kids. When you walk out of school, 
ask yourself if you have been truly kind to everyone. Answer yourself honestly. After all, if you can’t be honest 
with yourself, who can you be honest with? When you can say yes with complete certainty that you’ve been nice 
to everyone, you are on the way to truly becoming popular. Remember that it doesn’t matter what other people 
think of you; it only matters what you think of yourself. Also, whoever’s “popular” now may not be later in life. 
You have to maintain a positive image and know how great you are. But don’t get conceited, though. Truly try to 
treat others kindly and make new friends. Treat yourself and others the way you’d want somebody else to treat 
you. Surround yourself with people who make you happy. Don’t try to change who you are to be popular. 
There’s a quote that I really like. “Try to be like the turtle- at ease in your own shell.” Just be comfortable with 
yourself and you’ll be ready to face the people who might disagree. 
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Dear Ella, 
Out on the playground I always play a certain sport. I think I am good, but 
one of  the kids keeps showing off  and telling me he is better. Each time I 
catch the ball or score a touchdown, he gets in my face and gives all differ-
ent reasons why he is better. I am trying to be the bigger person and ignore 
what he says, but its really getting to me. Plus each and every time he does 
something good he shows off  and screams “oh yea I am the best.” How 
should I handle this situation? Maybe I just shouldn’t play the game any-
more? 
Very Confused Player 
 
Ella Says: Dear Very Confused Player, 
Unfortunately, there are always going to be bad sports who feel the need to 
show that they’re the best. You did the right thing by trying to ignore him, 
but if  it’s not working, then tell him that. Say that when he shows off  and 
brags, it makes you feel bad. Maybe if  he understands that this upsets you, 
he’ll stop. Of  course, he may not. If  he doesn’t stop, it’s time to tell a teach-
er. It’s disrespectful and very bad sportsmanship to prance and brag and 
say you’re better, and your coach will likely understand this. The bad sport 
will not even have to know that you told. Persist if  your coach doesn’t do an-
ything. If  all else fails, remember this: the best players don’t have to tell 
everyone they are the best, because their playing does the talking for them. 
Know that he is 
likely more inse-
cure than you. 
When he says 
he’s better every 
time you do 
something, just 
plug your ears 
and pretend you 
can’t hear him. 
He’ll get the 
message eventu-
ally. Good luck! 
          
 The word “responsibility” means different things to 
different people.  For an elementary student, it may 
mean getting assignments done on time, doing daily 
chores or even tending to a younger brother or sister.  
Add extra curricula activities such as religious school 
and/or playing on sports teams, and by the time the 
day is done a great amount of time has been dedicated 
to being responsible.  I would like to acknowledge my 
newspaper staff for adding the task of attending week-
ly meetings, interviewing sources and writing wonderful 
articles to their list.  Besides being responsible with as-
signments and deadlines, they did all they could to be 
the best reporters possible!  Congratulations on a job 





        Sincerely, 
        Fanya DeMaria 
     Editor and Faculty Advisor of the Shining Sun Newspaper 
 
